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Synopsis

In the years between 1838 -1918, some 5000 Swedes left their homeland and immigrated to the
plains and cities of Texas. The relatively small number of Swedes in the Lone Star State belied the
vigor of the institutions, both religious and secular, which they established and stubbornly
maintained for a century or more. Author Larry Scott uses the stories of individuals and families,
their letters to friends and relatives back home, Swedish-Texas newspapers and books, and many
other sources to discover how Swedes adapted to the land and fused their customs with those of
the new world. In that fusion, much of what they brought with them was lost. But much remained or
at least has left its mark on a modern state where the early pioneers on their endless prairies would
not have felt at home. Only Minnesota has as many historical markers commemorating
Swedish-American achievements. And nowhere but Texas did so few try to build so much and

come so close to fulfilling their Texas-size dreams.
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Customer Reviews

In the years between 1838 -1918, some 5000 Swedes left their homeland and immigrated to the
plains and cities of Texas. The relatively small number of Swedes in the Lone Star State belied the
vigor of the institutions, both religious and secular, which they established and stubbornly
maintained for a century or more. Author Larry Scott uses the stories of individuals and families,
their letters to friends and relatives back home, Swedish-Texas newspapers and books, and many

other sources to discover how Swedes adapted to the land and fused their customs with those of



the new world. In that fusion, much of what they brought with them was lost. But much remained or
at least has left its mark on a modern state where the early pioneers on their endless prairies would
not have felt at home. Only Minnesota has as many historical markers commemorating
Swedish-American achievements. And nowhere but Texas did so few try to build so much and

come so close to fulfilling their Texas-size dreams.

No, | was disappointed with it !!

great book!

This book deals with the history of Swedish Americans in Texas, from the 1840’s and on. It is well
written, full of insights, and includes many good pictures. It is the only serious study of this ethnic

group, and should be of interest to anyone interested in immigratiion studies
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